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The Big Picture

Source: California Air Resources Board, "First Update to the Climate Change Scoping Plan," May 2014

State Climate Change Goals




The Big Picture

Source: California Air Resources Board, “2012 California Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventory,” 2014.



The Big Picture

Source: California Air Resources Board, “2012 California Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventory,” 2014.



Potential for Mode Shift
Person Trips in California
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Potential for Mode Shift

1/2 Mile

o  Californians walk/bike further than national 
average 


o  Average walk trip length closer 
to three-quarters of a mile* 


o  Studies have shown 

people walk/bike 
further for frequent, 
reliable, & rapid transit 
service

Source: Nancy McGuckin, "Walking and Biking in California: 
Analysis of the CA-NHTS," August 2012. 
Prepared for the California Department of Transportation.



Potential for Mode Shift
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Source: Nancy McGuckin, "Walking and Biking in California: Analysis of the CA-NHTS," August 2012. Prepared for the California 
Department of Transportation.



Californians More Active!
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Source: Caltrans, 2010-2012 California Household Travel Survey, 2013.
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Active Transportation 

Trips Doubled
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Over 1 in 5 Trips



Walkers/Bikers At Greater Risk

Source: Grembek, Offer. "Pedestrian Safety Improvement Program," Presentation. California Pedestrian Advisory Committee, 20 
Feb 2014.

California Traffic Fatality Trends (2006-2012)
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Walkers/Bikers At Greater Risk

Source: Grembek, Offer. "Pedestrian Safety Improvement Program," Presentation. California Pedestrian Advisory Committee, 20 
Feb 2014.
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Equity & Active Transportation

Source: "Pedestrian Deaths in Poorer Neighborhoods Report," Governing, August 2014. 
Available at  
www.governing.com/gov-data/pedestrian-deaths-poor-neighborhoods-report.html 



Investment Mismatch 

Source: "California Statewide Transportation Funding for Fiscal Year 
2014/15," Interregional Transportation Strategic Plan: Update 2015.



The Solution
Increase Funding for  

the Active Transportation Program

3 Key Asks
o  Increase ATP by $100 

million
o  Integrate green 

infrastructure to maximize 
GHG reductions and 
health/equity co-benefits

o  Ensure substantial ATP 
investments in meaningful 

benefits to disadvantaged 

communities
bit.ly/IncreaseATP

 
 

 

 

 

Expand the Active Transportation Program to Meet Climate Goals 
by Creating Healthy Vibrant Communities 

The Opportunity   
Despite minimal state investments --less than 2% of the transportation budget--, nearly 1 in 5 trips in California are now on 

foot or by bike.i The State has a tremendous opportunity to again double walking and bicycling trips by 2030 by making 
strategic investments to shift car trips that are less than one mile, which account for an additional one-fifth of all trips.ii This 
would reduce congestion, carbon emissions, and poor air quality in our neighborhoods, and ultimately contribute to achieving 
our state climate goals. Walking and bicycling improvements are the most cost-effective projects for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions:iii shifting trips under one mile from driving to active transportation would avoid approximately 1.3 million tons of 

greenhouse gas emissionsiv.  

Moreover, increased active transportation investments help the state achieve AB 32 co-benefits by providing healthy, safe, and 
connected transportation choices for all Californians. Investing through the state Active Transportation Program would 
prioritize low-income communities and communities of color who disproportionately suffer from traffic violence, 

inadequate infrastructure, and lack of access to green or open space. Low-income communities of color in Los Angeles 
County, for example, lack safe sidewalks and bikeways and green space, with less than 2 acres of park land per 1000 residents.v 
Without this critical infrastructure, LA County residents experience a 39 percent rate of walking and bicycling roadway 
fatalitiesvi, and a high childhood obesity rate of 23 percent.vii By pairing green infrastructure with active transportation, the 
state can maximize its climate change investments: improving the quality of the community environment, improving public 
health through increased active transportation and recreation opportunities, and providing significant heat mitigation, air 
quality, and carbon sequestration benefits.  

Despite the overwhelming opportunity presented by active transportation, the state Active Transportation Program (ATP) is 
critically underfunded and under-resourced, with nearly $800 million in shovel-ready walking, bicycling and Safe Routes to 
School projects  and  programs  left  unfunded  in  last  year’s  ATP  Cycle. 

The Solution 
Creating healthy, connected communities with walking and bicycling opportunities will help achieve the ambitious climate 
goals  set  out  in  Governor  Brown’s  2015  State-of-the-State Address and recent legislation introduced by Senate President pro 
Tempore Kevin de León.    

1. Increase funding for the Active Transportation Program (ATP) by $100 million to reduce vehicle miles traveled and 
the household cost of transportation, while improving public health, air and water quality, economic development, and 
livability of communities. 

2. With increased ATP funding, integrate green infrastructure and access to parks and green space more fully into the 

goals and eligibility of the ATP to increase the greenhouse gas reduction potential and co-benefits of the program. 
Green infrastructure such as shade trees, vegetated planters or park strips between curb and sidewalk, bioswales and 
permeable paving increases street-level comfort and encourages walking and biking for both transportation and 
recreation, multiplying the climate emissions and mitigation benefit of active transportation projects.  

3. Ensure substantial ATP investments in projects that provide meaningful benefits to disadvantaged communities to 
uphold the goals of SB 99 (2013) and SB 535 (2012). 

For more information:  Jeanie Ward-Waller, Safe Routes to School National Partnership, jeanie@saferoutespartnership.org 
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Increase Funding for  

the Active Transportation Program

o  Over 120 organizations 

and nearly 700 individuals 

have signed on to date

o  Petition still open for sign-
ons! 


o  Make the ask at Advocacy 
Day

bit.ly/IncreaseATP
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tony@californiawalks.org
(510) 507-4943
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